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WORLD PREMIÈRE COMMISSIONED BY THE 
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Grade Recommendation
Suitable for Grade 5 and up.

Student Matinée Dates
Breath of Kings, Rebellion: May 30; June 17; July 1, 6; 
September 7, 13, 16, 20.
Breath of Kings, Redemption: May 31; July 7; August 31; 
September 8, 14.

About the Plays
Breath of Kings: Rebellion condenses Shakespeare’s 
Richard II and Henry IV, Part 1 into one play. Breath of Kings: 
Redemption continues the story, condensing Shakespeare’s 
Henry IV, Part 2 and Henry V into one play.

Synopses
Breath of Kings: Rebellion
The play begins with a prologue, in which the Duke of 
Gloucester is murdered while detained in Calais on a 
charge of treason against his nephew, King Richard II. 
Richard’s cousin Henry Hereford (known as Bolingbroke), 
accuses Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, of the 
assassination; Mowbray responds with counter-accusations 
of treason against Bolingbroke. When they refuse to be 
reconciled, Richard – who bears ultimate responsibility for 
Gloucester’s death – banishes them both.

Not long afterwards, Bolingbroke’s father, John of Gaunt, 
dies, bitterly railing against the king – who promptly 
confi scates Gaunt’s estate to fi nance his forthcoming 
expedition against Ireland. Supported by many among the 
English nobility, Bolingbroke returns from exile with an army 
to reclaim his inheritance. His allies include two generations 
of the Percy family: the Earls of Northumberland and 
Worcester, and Northumberland’s son, Harry Percy, known 
as Hotspur.

Richard returns from Ireland to fi nd himself bereft of 
allies. Eventually, he consents to resign his throne in favour 
of Bolingbroke, who becomes King Henry IV.

Richard is imprisoned, while his queen is banished to 
France. Sir Pierce Exton, acting on what he believes to be 

the new king’s wishes, murders Richard in his cell. Henry 
publicly deplores this deed, and announces a crusade 
to the Holy Land to atone for it. That plan has to be 
abandoned, however, when Henry’s reign runs into trouble. 
Rebellion has already broken out in Wales, and Henry’s 
initial rejoicing at news of a victory over the Scots turns to 
dismay when a dispute over prisoners alienates the Percy 
family and drives them into the rebels’ arms.

Henry’s worries are compounded by the behaviour of his 
son, Hal, who spends his time in idle pranks with a tavern-
haunting crowd of dissolute companions – chief among 
them the corpulent and colourful rogue Sir John Falstaff . 
Hal assures his father, however, that he will soon reveal 
his true worth as a prince and help his father to victory 
– a promise that he fulfi lls in battle against the rebels at 
Shrewsbury, where he kills Hotspur in single combat.

Breath of Kings: Redemption
Having defeated one rebellion, led by the Percy family, 
King Henry IV must now face another, fomented by 
the Archbishop of York. Meanwhile, the king remains 
concerned about his son, Prince Hal, who, despite having 
demonstrated his worth on the fi eld of battle, where he 
slew Harry Percy (known as Hotspur), continues to consort 
with such unsuitable companions as the disreputable 
braggart Sir John Falstaff .

Falstaff  – who played an inglorious part in the defeat of 
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the Percy rebellion, falsely trying to take credit for Hotspur’s 
death – is now sent to Gloucestershire, where the aged 
justices Shallow and Silence are to assist him in recruiting 
troops; he is unimpressed, however, both with the quality of 
their candidates and with their reminiscences of their youth.

Prince John, Hal’s younger brother, parleys with the 
rebels and offers reconciliation; however, as soon as he 
is assured their armies have dispersed, he arrests the 
Archbishop and other leaders on charges of treason. The 
insurrection is crushed – but the king’s health is failing. 
Before he dies, he advises Prince Hal to forestall further 
rebellion by uniting the people in the common cause of 
a war abroad. Hearing of Henry’s death, Falstaff expects 
preferment from the new king. But at his coronation, Hal, 
now Henry V and mindful of the responsibilities of a ruler, 
banishes his former crony from his presence. Broken-
hearted, Falstaff dies not long after.

After dispatching a nest of conspirators who intended to 
assassinate him, the new King Henry embarks on a campaign 
against France. Having forced the surrender of Harfleur 
by threatening atrocities against its citizens, he turns 
down the French king’s offer of a truce and digs in for a 
decisive battle at Agincourt. Vastly superior in numbers, the 
French see the exhausted English as no threat; however, 
Henry, who has spent the night before the battle walking 
incognito among his troops, rallies them in the morning with 
a brilliantly stirring speech and leads them to a triumphant 
victory. He then makes peace – and consolidates his conquest 
– by marrying the French king’s daughter, Princess Katherine.

Content Advisory for Students
Stage violence

Themes and Motifs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Curriculum Connections
1. Gr. 5 – 12 Language/English
2. Gr. 5 – 12 The Arts (Drama, Dance, Music, Visual Arts)
3. Gr. 5 – 12 Health & PE (Living Skills: Personal, 

Interpersonal, Critical and Creative Thinking, Decision 
Making, Conflict Resolution, Social Skills)

4. Gr. 10 Civics (Civic Awareness, Engagement and Action)
5. Gr. 11 World History to the 16th C
6. Gr. 12 World History; World Politics

Enrichment
Study Guide* available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Prologues* (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 16; June 1; 
September 2, 7, 15, 28; October 4.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by 

calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let Us Take Care of Lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime (must be ordered 
two weeks in advance) and Student Deli Lunch Buffets are 
another option (subject to availability). For more information 
ask the Groups and Schools Department when placing your 
ticket order.

Theatre Etiquette
Respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When the lights 
dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the actors on 
stage. Be sure to turn off mobile devices and refrain from 
texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful to the 
actors who are telling the story.

Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, smiles, 
giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off your 
presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Booking Information
Online: You can order your group tickets online 
at any time right from your desk. You can even 
select your seats! To start planning your trip, go to 
stratfordfestival.ca/schools.

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail:
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

• History (fact versus 
fiction/dramatic license)

• War and rebellion
• Loyalty and revenge
• Succession/legitimacy
• Corruptive nature of 

power
• Ambition
• Good governance vs. 

tyranny
• Social upheaval

• Family feuding
• Peer pressure
• Bullying
• Parental expectations
• Nature of honour
• Magic
• Complementary and 

contrasting characters 
(Hal and Hotspur, King 
Henry and Falstaff)

Sponsor for the 2016 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre 

Support for the 2016 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre is 
generously provided by Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner.

Production support is generously provided by The Brian Linehan 
Charitable Foundation and by Martie & Bob Sachs.
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